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Perhaps most exciting about the start of a new
year is that magnificent feeling of hope—
the sense that the days ahead could hold
something brighter than those in the past. That
is a sentiment all the more powerfully depicted
in Steal a Pencil for Me, and we are honored you
have chosen to join us at Opera Colorado for
the world premiere of this new opera.

Composed by Gerald Cohen and with a libretto
by Deborah Brevoort, Steal a Pencil for Me
tells the true story of Jaap Polak and Ina Soep,
two Dutch Jews whose love blossomed amidst
one of the most horrifying settings imaginable:
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp during
the final year of World War Il. Yet, despite the
incredible hardships they endured, they were
able to find strength in each other. That strength
carried them through the end of the war, and
then through nearly 70 more years together.

We feel very fortunate to be able to share their
story with you, and we are especially proud
that Steal a Pencil for Me is Opera Colorado’s
second world premiere in just three seasons—a
feat that underscores our commitment to
presenting new works that resonate powerfully

within our communities. It is also a rare treat to
work directly with the composer and librettist of
an opera, and we could not have asked for a
better duo than Gerald and Deborah.

Opera Colorado would also like to gratefully
acknowledge all those involved in bringing Steal
a Pencil for Me to the stage, including heartfelt
thanks to Steve Wilson and the Mizel Arts and
Culture Center for their enthusiasm in hosting
these performances; to Scott Levin and the
Anti-Defamation League; to Roz Duman and the
Colorado Coalition for Genocide Awareness
and Action; and to the many sponsors who
made this production possible.

We think you will agree that Steal a Pencil for
Me is a heartfelt and inspiring work. And whether
it's your first Opera Colorado production or you
are a longtime patron, we look forward to seeing
you again soon. We will close the 2017-2018
season in May with Verdi’s brilliant and hilarious
Falstaff, but there are several can't-miss events
between these two productions (see pgs. 7-8
for an upcoming calendar). Plus, check back in
early February when we announce our 2018-
2019 season!

Wishing you and yours a very happy and hopeful new year,

Greg Carpenter Kevin O'Connor

General Director
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Chairman of the Board

Ari Pelto
Music Director
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Sip & Sing at Nocturne

Nocturne | 1330 27th Street, Denver

Join Opera Colorado for an early Valentine’s Day celebration at one of Denver's most beloved jazz
hotspots. Savor a three-course dinner with wine pairing while the Opera Colorado Young Artists
serenade you with romantic bon-bons from opera, musical theater, and popular song.
Seating is limited!
» Thursday, February 8, 2018 | 6 PM

GENERAL ADMISSION: $85

An Afternoon of American Song
Opera Colorado Opera Center | 4121 S Navajo St, Ste 100, Englewood

The Opera Colorado Young Artists present an intimate and immersive performance of 21st century
American gems, spanning musical theater, cabaret, opera, and art song. Plus, enjoy drinks and light
hors d’oeuvres at a post-performance reception! See pg. 29 for additional information.

» Sunday, March 4, 2018 | 2 PM
GENERAL ADMISSION: $25

Young Artists Celebration
Opera Colorado Opera Center | 4121 S Navajo St, Ste 100, Englewood

Celebrate our Young Artists as their eight-month residency ends, and we send them off in style! Let
the exquisite sound of their voices sweep you away as they show off their talent for an Opera Colorado
audience one last time before continuing on to their next adventure. Enjoy drinks and light hors
d’oeuvres at a post-performance reception.
» Sunday, May 20, 2018 1 2 PM

GENERAL ADMISSION: $25
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ENHANCE YOUR OPERA EXPERIENCE@THE ELLIE

Falstaff Opening Night Dinner:

Kevin Taylor’s at The Ellie Caulkins Opera House | 14th Street and Curtis Street, Denver

Enjoy an elegant, all-inclusive dinner before the performance of Falstaff. Cocktails begin at 5PM
followed by a three-course meal in the Chambers Grant Salon. After the opera, join us for a dessert
reception.
» Saturday, May 5, 2018 | 5PM
$130 PER PERSON PER DINNER Hosted prosecco all evening. Hosted wine and beer with dinner, plus a cash bar.
Tickets to the performance sold separately.

Falstaff Pre-Performance Lectures:
Ellie Caulkins Opera House Lobby | 14th Street at Curtis Street, Denver

Come to the opera house before the performance to attend a free lecture led by music historian and
professor Betsy Schwarm.

» One hour prior to each performance; open to ticket holders

FREE EVENTS IN THE COMMUNITY

Opera at Cherry Creek Shopping Center

Cherry Creek Shopping Center | 3000 East 1st Avenue, Denver

Hear greatest hits from opera and musical theater at these free Opera Colorado Young Artists
performances at Cherry Creek Shopping Center.

» Saturday, March 17, 2018 | 1:30PM
» Saturday, April 7, 2018 | 1:30PM

Family Day at the Opera

Ellie Caulkins Opera House | 14th Street at Curtis Street, Denver

The Opera Colorado Young Artists perform the company’s one-hour touring productions, both sung in
English. It's the perfect way to experience the wonders of opera and the Ellie Caulkins Opera House with your
whole family! Reserve your free tickets online beginning March 1, 2018.

» Saturday, March 24, 2018
Cinderella 10AM | Elixir of Love 1PM
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INSIDE OC

Denver’s Premier Arts, Networking
and Social Club
Immersive Experiences for Denver’s Culturally Curious

INSIDE OC MEMBERSHIP 2017-2018 SEASON EVENTS

Love to meet new people? Want to save big on Friday Night Pre-Show Receptions
some of the best seats in the house? Then Enjoy drinks with fellow Inside OC members
Opera Colorado’s young professional group, before each Friday night performance.

Inside OC, is just for you. Members-Only Happy Hours

Join your fellow members at monthly happy

Join a dedicated group of Denver young hours hosted by the Inside OC Board.
professionals and receive access to discounted

tickets and social events throughout the year. Exclusive Opera Colorado Events

Access exclusive invitations and pricing for
Memberships begin at just $60 special events throughout the season.

INSIDE 0C MEMBERS GET TICKETS TO
FALSTAFF FOR $40 (ss5 varue)

FRIDAY, MAY 11,2018 | 7:30 PM PERFORMANCE
ELLIE CAULKINS OPERA HOUSE

OC FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MEMBERSHIP AND EVENTS, VISIT OPERACOLORADO.0RG/INSIDEOC.




VENETIAN CARNIVAL COMES TO DENVER

.
—_———

Opera Colorado invites you to a

MASKED BALL

*

SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2018
b:50PM at the MCNICHOLS CIVIC CENTER

Cocktails, Gaming, Dinner and Dancing
BLACK TIE [ COMPLIMENTARY VALET

Benefiting Opera Colorado’s Young Artists Program

RA For information or to purchase tickets,
please call Jessica Pefia at 303.468.2060

DR ADO orvisit operacolorado.org/maskedball.




STEAL A PENGIL FOR ME

JANUARY 25 [ 27128302018
THE WOLF THEATRE AT THE MIZEL ARTS AND CULTURE CENTER
WORLD PREMIERE

Opera in Two Acts by Gerald Cohen
Libretto by Deborah Brevoort

There will be one 20-minute intermission.

CAST IN ORDER OF VOCAL APPEARANCE

Lisette  Katherine Beck*”
Manja Polak  Adriana Zabala*
Jaap Polak  Gideon Dabi*
Ina Soep  Inna Dukach
Rudi Acohen  Nathan Ward”

Abraham Soep
Nazi / SS Guard #1
Nazi / SS Guard #2

The Commandant

Andrew Garland
Nicholas Kreider”
Andrew Hiers”
Heath MartinA

Opera Colorado Orchestra

Opera Colorado Chorus

Conductor

Stage Director

Chorus Master & Repetiteur
Scenic & Lighting Design
Projections Design
Costume Design

Wig and Makeup Design

Ari Pelto

Omer Ben Seadia*
Sahar Nouri
Francois-Pierre Couture®
Hana Kim*

Jessica Jahn*

Ronell Oliveri

*Opera Colorado Debut
A Opera Colorado Young Artist
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SPONSORS

The World Premiere of Steal a Pencil for Me is Sponsored by

Additional support from
The Paula and William Bernstein Family Foundation
Norm and Sunny Brownstein
Joy and Chris Dinsdale
David Engleberg
The Francis Goelet Charitable Lead Trusts
Harold and Ann Logan
Kent Rice and Ann Corrigan
Ann and Gerald Saul

2017-2018 Season Sponsors

Music Director Ari Pelto is sponsored by Mike and Julie Bock
The Opera Colorado Young Artists Program is sponsored by Ken and Donna Barrow

Opera Colorado Young Artists Sponsors

Nicole Keeling is sponsored by Peyton & Suzanne Bucy and Ken & Barbara Laff
Vanessa Naghdi is sponsored by Agatha Kessler & Curt Fentress and Larry & Cynthia Chan
Katherine Beck is sponsored by Joyce deRoos and Marlis Smith
Nathan Ward is sponsored by Dr. Stephen L. Dilts
Nicholas Kreider is sponsored by Patrick Spieles & Carol McMurry

Heath Martin is sponsored by Patrick Spieles & Carol McMurry

Andrew Hiers is sponsored by David & Elizabeth Budd and Martha & Will Tracey

Resident Coach/Accompanist Jordan Ortman is sponsored by Gayle & Gary Landis and Chris & Joy Murphy

Opera Colorado recognizes the following organizations and businesses for their generous support:
5‘ Scientific
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CITIZENS MAKING IT POSSIBLE
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FROM THE COMPOSER

Steal a Pencil for Me had a very special inspiration: Jaap and Ina
Polak, whom | had the honor to know for more than 25 years. The
Polaks were active members of the synagogue where | am cantor in
Scarsdale, NY. Jaap and Ina spent almost two years in concentration
camps during World War |l, and emigrated to the United States
in 1951. Jaap spoke often and frankly to our community, as well
as to civic groups and school children across the country, about
his personal experience during the Holocaust, urging us not to
discriminate, generalize, or be bystanders; and to work together to
strengthen what is good in ourselves and in others.

My own parents fled Europe before war began. My mother left
Germany at the age of 15 immediately after Kristallnacht; my father left
Poland in 1935, but his mother and other relatives were killed by the
Nazis. Jaap and Ina did not speak much about their war experiences
until their daughter Margrit uncovered their love letters written during
their incarceration; this opened a window to an intimate love story told
against horrendous times. Their story gave us all the chance to learn
first-hand that “epic horrors don't erase private dramas” (as stated in
The New York Times review of the documentary film Steal a Pencil for
Me), and that we can best find a way to respond emotionally to large
and terrible historical events by experiencing the stories of imperfect
people, in intimate and complicated personal situations, that happen
in the throes of these events.

In 2010 | told Ina and Jaap that | was thinking of writing an opera
based on their story, and after their initial surprise, Jaap told me,
“Write it quickly!” He was 97 years old at the time, and Ina was 87.
Both Jaap and Ina were deeply involved with the opera’s creation,
fleshing out personal details, including, “What were birthday parties
like in Amsterdam during the occupation?” and, “What were the roll-
calls like at Bergen-Belsen, and how were the prisoners lined up?” |
am so grateful for the time we spent together talking about their lives.

There have been so many other people who have been involved
in making this project a reality.

Thanks to Opera Colorado for its dedication to performing new
opera, and for its enthusiasm and excellence in all the phases of
creating this production—with special thanks to Greg Carpenter
and Ari Pelto for their leadership, and Omer Ben Seadia for her
inspiring direction.

FROM THE LIBRETTIST

In 2013, assisted by my congregation, Shaarei Tikvah, and by
the Jewish Theological Seminary, we were able to workshop the
opera in time for Jaap’s 100™ and Ina’s 90" birthdays, and to have
them present at the performances. The chance for the Polaks and
the cast to meet each other, and for them to see the opera, was
an unforgettable and moving experience for all. The wonderful
cast included llana Davidson, Robert Balonek, Toby Newman, Nils
Neubert, Cherry Duke, Ricardo Rivera, Matthew Singer, Miloslav
Antonov, and Enrico Lagasca. The key artistic personnel were
dramaturg Cori Ellison, conductor Ari Pelto, stage director Beth
Greenberg, and vocal coach Lynn Baker.

There are four people that | would like to thank who have given
me the courage to embark and stay the course on a project of this
dimension. First, my wife Caroline, who says that challenges are
opportunities—and means it. Cori Ellison, the inspiring dramaturg and
expert of everything operatic, has been a central mentor for this project
and my career as an opera composer; Cori knew exactly who would
be the right collaborators and made those connections happen. One
of the most fundamental was her introducing me to librettist Deborah
Brevoort through our shared residencies at American Lyric Theater.
Deborah has been a superb partner as we worked together to bring
this real-life story to the stage; her great skills as a dramatist and
storyteller, and her inspired and practical approach to the process,
made it a pleasure to collaborate on creating this opera. Cori also
introduced me to Ari Pelto, whom | first met in the 2013 workshop; Ari
has championed the work and been a central part of its development
since then, bringing it to this world premiere production.

The story of Ina and Jaap is a great and poignant one that has
become an opera thanks to the generosity and commitment of all
those above.

One last thought from Jaap: In his talks he always closed with,
“Enjoy the simple things in life. We are living in a wonderful country
and we all need to work together to make this a better world—
but this can only be achieved if people learn the lessons of the
Holocaust.”

Gerald Cohen

The first thing that struck me about the letters that Jaap and Ina
passed back and forth during their internment by the Nazis was
how ordinary they were. There were occasional bursts of poetic
sentiment, to be sure—they were love letters after all—but for the
most part, their missives were quotidian, concerned with everyday
matters and the need to simply keep up their spirits in order to
survive. It was this ordinariness that was most moving—and oddly
powerful—to me.

There is a tendency in stories like this to turn the characters
into larger-than-life heroes and to make them somehow nobler or
better than everyone else. But Jaap and Ina were neither heroic nor
noble; they were utterly human, with flaws and foibles that all of
us possess. They were ordinary people caught in an extraordinary
situation; lacking any super human qualities beyond basic kindness
and decency, they were nevertheless able to triumph. This is what
makes their story so powerful and meaningful. It tells us that we,
too—ordinary people all—possess the ability to survive and thrive
when the tides of history turn against us.

Steal a Pencil for Me is an uplifting story about many things,
most notably the enduring power of love and the imagination to
help people survive horrors like the Holocaust. One of the things
that stood out to me in this beautiful tale was how important
stories were to Ina and Jaap’s survival. Every day they would meet
behind the barracks to imagine what their future life could be.
Those imaginings formed a story that sustained them. It was a
simple story—of ordinary breakfasts, and butter for the bread—but
it nevertheless held great power and ultimately enabled them to
survive. Steal a Pencil for Me shows us what is essential: love,
stories with meaning and the utter necessity of the imagination,
which, once it has envisioned something, then has the power to
make that vision real.

Deborah Brevoort
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SYNOPSIS STEAL A PENCIL FOR ME

CHARACTERS
Lisette — mezzo soprano
Manja Polak — mezzo soprano
Jaap Polak, Manja's husband - baritone
Ina Soep - soprano
Rudi Acohen, Ina’s fiancé - tenor
Abraham Soep, Ina’s father - baritone
Nazi / SS Guard #1 - baritone
Nazi / SS Guard #2 - bass
The Commandant - baritone

Act One - June 1943 to February 1944

In Nazi-occupied Amsterdam, friends and family gather to
celebrate Lisette's birthday. Amongst the guests are Manja and Jaap
Polak, unhappily married, but having agreed to stay together until
the war ends. Jaap is immediately drawn to another party guest: Ina
Soep, attending with her parents and her fiancé Rudi. Festivities
are interrupted by a troop of Nazis who arrest several of the guests,
including Rudi.

Manja, Jaap, his parents, and Lisette arrive at Holland's Westerbork
Transit Camp. They are warned about so-called Tuesday Transports, at
which time prisoners are regularly dispatched to crueler camps in the
east. Ina and her parents also arrive, Ina fearful of the fate of Rudi, who
has been delivered to another camp. Jaap advises her that imagining a
better future is the only way to survive their present horror.

The Commandant announces that it is time for Tuesday Transport.
Jaap's parents are amongst those selected, but Jaap manages to
pocket the Commandant's pencil. He writes a love note to Ina, and
Lisette passes it onward. She also brings back Ina’s reply.

Word of the budding romance spreads. Manja, humiliated, insists

it must stop. Now the Commandant reads the list of names for the
next Tuesday Transport: both Jaap and Manja are amongst those to
be sent to Bergen-Belsen.

Act Two — May 1944 to June 1945

Ina, too, arrives at Bergen-Belsen. She and Jaap meet behind the
barracks, dreaming of the simple joys they intend to share someday.
Manja, and Ina's father Abraham, both declare the romance must
end. Jaap and Ina agree, though they pledge to continue writing
letters. Ina, who works in the Commandant's office, is asked to steal
for Jaap another pencil. Hearing word of grim events at Auschwitz,
she fears for the survival of Rudi.

On Passover, the guards are counting the prisoners. Ina slips
off to steal a pencil for Jaap. Word comes that the camp is to be
evacuated. As the prisoners are dispatched to other camps, Ina and
Jaap find themselves heading in opposite directions. Seriously ill, he
collapses unconscious.

Back in Amsterdam, everyone in the neighborhood searches for
word of loved ones...

ABOUT STEAL A PENCIL FOR ME

In times of trouble, the greatest joys may come from the smallest
experiences. Possessing a pencil or sharing a simple breakfast might
not be noteworthy in everyday life. However, as Dutch Jews caught
up in the Holocaust, Jaap and Ina were living lives far removed
from the everyday variety. Nonetheless, it was real life for them and
for millions of others, more real than one might be accustomed to
finding in opera. It is one thing to talk about verismo opera, in which
down-to-earth characters and believable occurrences are given
musical form. It is entirely another when those characters are actual
people personally known to the composer. Such is the world of
Gerald Cohen's new opera Steal a Pencil for Me.

Jaap Polak and Ina Soep had only just met one another in
Amsterdam in 1943 when they were separately arrested by the
Germans and sent to concentration camps. The odds would have
been strongly against them ending up at the same camp, but they
did. Romance blossomed and both survived the war. Ultimately,
they married and made their way to Scarsdale, New York, where
they joined the congregation of the Shaarei Tikvah synagogue. In
later years, Cohen became the synagogue'’s cantor. Coming to
know them and their story, and imagining what a powerful opera
could be made of those real-life events, he set to work on an opera
— with the Polaks’ full approval.

Cohen and his librettist Deborah Brevoort met frequently with
the Polaks to hear their stories anew and browse letters written
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with those stolen pencils of long ago: just because the pencils are
in the Commandant'’s office does not mean one might not manage
to procure one for one’s own use. Gradually, a singable tale took
shape around the basic facts, and in 2013, an initial version of Steal
a Pencil for Me was performed in New York with the Polaks in the
audience.

The opera’s existence came to the attention of Opera Colorado,
which expressed a strong interest in giving the premiere of a final
version of the work—once it was fully ready for the public. After
looking over the opera in its embryonic form, Opera Colorado
General Director Greg Carpenter and Music Director Ari Pelto
began suggesting ways in which it could be made bigger and better.
Details of the story were re-arranged for more effective dramatic
flow; scenes were designed to allow more insight into personalities.
Furthermore, secondary characters were expanded so as to make
more of the tale than just “boy meets girl — boy loses girl — boy gets
girl back.” Admittedly, that tiny nutshell summary suggests the basic
shape of many operas, most prominently including La Bohéme, but
most stage works benefit from having more than just two voices. In
its final form, Steal a Pencil for Me becomes a true ensemble piece,
and ultimately a life-affirming tale.

A Holocaust story with a happy ending? Indeed, Jaap and Ina
genuinely did enjoy another half century of life and love together,
allowing the opera to be far more than just a sequence of grim

Continued on page 8



THE ARTISTS

GERALD COHEN | Composer
Gerald Cohen has been praised for
his “linguistic fluidity and melodic gift,”
creating music that ‘“reveals a very
personal modernism that...offers great
emotional rewards” (Gramophone). His
deeply affecting compositions have
been recognized with numerous awards
and critical accolades. The music on his
recently released CD, Sea of Reeds, “is
filled with vibrant melody, rhythmic clarity, drive and compositional
construction...a sheer delight to hear” (Gapplegate Music Review).
Cohen is a noted synagogue cantor and baritone; his experience
as a singer informs his dramatic, lyrical compositions. Cohen’s best-
known work, his “shimmering setting” (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette) of
Psalm 23, has received thousands of performances from synagogues
and churches to Carnegie Hall and the Vatican. Recent instrumental
compositions include Voyagers, a celebration of the 40th anniversary
of the Voyager spacecraft, which had its premiere at New York's
Hayden Planetarium; and Playing for our lives, a tribute to the music
and musicians of the WWII Terezin concentration camp near Prague.
Recognition of Cohen’s body of work includes the Copland House
Borromeo String Quartet Award and Hoff-Barthelson/Copland House
commission, Westchester Prize for New Work, American Composers
Forum Faith Partners and American Lyric Theater residencies, and
commissioning grants from Meet the Composer, National Endowment
for the Arts, New York State Council on the Arts, and Westchester
Arts Council. Cohen received a BA in music from Yale University and a
DMA in composition from Columbia University. He is cantor at Shaarei
Tikvah, Scarsdale, NY, and is on the faculties of The Jewish Theological
Seminary and Hebrew Union College. www.geraldcohenmusic.com

DEBORAH BREVOORT | Librettist
Deborah Brevoort is an award-winning
playwright and librettist from Alaska
who started writing for the opera after
participating in American Lyric Theater's
Composer Librettist Development program.
She is best known for her play The Women
of Lockerbie, which is performed throughout
the United States and internationally. Her
opera librettos include Embedded with
composer Patrick Soluri, which premiered at Fargo Moorhead and
Ft. Worth Operas and new adaptations of Mozart's Impresario and
Johann Strauss's Die Fledermaus for the Anchorage Opera. She is
currently writing Albert Nobbs, with Patrick Soluri, which was a finalist
for the 2018 Pellicciotti Prize in Opera Composition; selections were
presented earlier this month in the New Works Forum at Opera America.
A two-time winner of the Frederick Loewe award in musical theatre for
Coyote Goes Salmon Fishing (composer Scott Richards) and King
Island Christmas (composer David Friedman), Brevoort also wrote the
book and lyrics for Crossing Over, an Amish Hip Hop musical with
composer/lyricist Stephanie Salzman that will be presented at NYC's
Theatre Barn and York Theatre in 2018. Blue Moon Over Memphis,
her Noh Drama about Elvis, is touring internationally in a traditional Noh
production by Theatre Nohgaku. Her plays, which have been produced
at theatres around the US, include The Poetry of Pizza, The Blue-Sky
Boys, The Comfort Team and My Lord, What a Night. Brevoort teaches

in NYU's Graduate Musical Theatre writing program, and the MFA
dramatic writing programs at Columbia University and Goddard College.
Her plays are published by Dramatists Play Service, Samuel French,
Applause Books and No Passport Press. www.deborahbrevoort.com

KATHERINE BECK *A | Lisette
Katherine Beck, originally from Bennington,
VT, received her MM in Vocal Arts at USC
Thornton and her BM in Vocal Performance
at the Crane School of Music in upstate
New York. Last June, Beck made her
debut at Symphony Hall with the Boston
Pops Orchestra in the World Premiere of
James Lapine’s Sondheim on Sondheim.
She spent the remainder of the summer
in Lenox, MA, as a Vocal Fellow at the Tanglewood Music Center.
Following Tanglewood, she returned to Los Angeles to perform the role
of Mercedes in Carmen. Favorite opera credits include the title role in
Berlioz's Béatrice et Bénédict and Sesto in Mozart's La clemenza di
Tito, both at USC Thornton. Beck also sang Sesto in Handel's Giulio
Cesare in Egitto with Pittsburgh Festival Operain 2016. She is thrilled to
be a member of Opera Colorado’s Young Artist Program. This season
she will sing the role of Angelina in the touring production of Cinderella
as well the role of Meg Page, which she will cover in the mainstage
production and sing in the Student Matinee of Falstaff.

FRANCOIS-PIERRE COUTURE*
Scenic & Lighting Design
Originally from Montreal, Frangois-Pierre
Couture has had the privilege of working
in Los Angeles and the United States
for the last decade as a scenic, lighting
and projection designer. Some of his
designs include Bars and Measures and
Everything you Touch, Boston Court
Theatre; Destiny of Desire, Arena Stage
Theatre, SCR and the Goodman Theatre; James and the Giant Peach,
Pinocchio and The Light Princess, South Coast Repertory; The
Mexican Trilogy, an American History, Los Angeles Theatre Center;
Metamorphoses and Woyzeck, Ensemble Theatre Company; Médée
and Teseo, Chicago Opera Theatre; and A Picasso, Geffen Playhouse.

GIDEON DABI* | Jaap Polak
Baritone Gideon Dabi continues to receive
great acclaim delivering “powerfully felt,
beautifully performed and articulated”
performances across a wide array of genres
and styles. His “earnest interpretations”
have thrilled audiences from his home State
Theater in New Brunswick, NJ, through the
Music Festival of the Hamptons working with
Norman Dello Joio, to Israel, ltaly, and back
again. He recently joined Sarasota Opera as Schaunard in La Boheme
and Ash Lawn Opera for Amahl and the Night Visitors. In 2016, he
returned to Sarasota Opera for a role debut of Dr. Malatesta in Don
Pasquale and to Ash Lawn Opera to sing the role of Sir James in the
east coast premiere of Middlemarch in Spring. He was also recently
invited to perform on American Lyric Theater's Alumni Celebration
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THE ARTISTS

Concert, in which he was heard singing the music of Gerald Cohen
and Clint Borzoni.

INNA DUKACH | Ina Soep
This season, Ms. Dukach joins the roster of
the Metropolitan Opera for their production
of Madama Butterfly and sings Mimi in La
bohéme with the Kaohsiung Symphony
Orchestra in Kaohsiung, Taiwan. Last
season, she appeared with NYCO as
Zemfira in Aleko, the Russian Chamber
Art Society, and joined both the Lubbock
Symphony and Rochester Philharmonic as
Mimi in La bohéme. Previous seasons include performances of Musetta
in La bohéme with Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, Cio-Cio San
in Madama Butterfly with Anchorage Opera and Atlanta Opera, Amelia
in Simon Boccanegra with Kentucky Opera, Violetta in La traviata with
Opera Omaha and the Croatian National Opera, Rosalba in Florencia en
el Amazonas with Opera Colorado, Donna Anna in Don Giovanni with
Toledo Opera, Rosalinde in Die Fledermaus with Florentine Opera, the
Countess in Le nozze di Figaro with Hawaii Opera Theater, Mimi in La
bohéme with New York City Opera and Pensacola Opera, Xenia in Boris
Godunov with San Diego Opera, Tatiana in Eugene Onegin with Opéra
Lyra Ottawa, and Pamina in Die Zauberflte with Opera Hong Kong.

ANDREW GARLAND | Abraham Soep
Andrew Garland has been praised for
his “coloratura [which] bordered on
the phenomenal as he dashed through
the music's intricacies with his warm
baritone, offering plenty of elegance
and glamour in his smooth acting.” His
latest recording, American  Portraits,
debuted at #1 on  Amazon.com.
Recent highlights include his Carnegie
Hall recital with Warren Jones, performances with Seattle Opera and
Atlanta Opera as Schaunard in La bohéme, Boston Lyric Opera as
Papageno in The Magic Flute, Cincinnati Opera as Galileo in Galileo
Galilei and Mercurio in La Calisto, and Arizona Opera as Ping in
Turandot. He sang Harlekin in Ariadne auf Naxos with Seattle Opera,
Dandini in La Cenerentola with Opera Company of Philadelphia and
Fort Worth Opera, Dr. Talbot in William Bolcom’s Dinner at Eight with
Minnesota Opera (world premiere) and Prior Walter in the New York
premiere of Angels in America with New York City Opera.

ANDREW HIERSA | Nazi/SS Guard
#2
Andrew Hiers earned his undergraduate
degree from Florida State University where
he studied with David Okerlund. He is a
recent graduate of SUNY Binghamton.
While pursuing his Master’s degree in opera,
he had the opportunity to perform several
roles with Tri-Cities Opera. Prior to his
graduate studies, he performed with several
companies in New York City including Loft Opera, Venture Opera, and
Dell'Arte Opera Ensemble. This past summer he was a participant of
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the Merola Opera Program. As an Opera Colorado Young Artists this
season, Andrew will sing the roles of Dulcamara in The Elixir of Love
and Don Magnifico in Cinderella, the company’s touring productions.
In addition to this production, will sing the role of Pistola and cover the
role of Falstaff in Falstaff, which he will sing for the Student Matinee.

JESSICA JAHN* | Costume Design
Graduating with degrees in both dance
and psychology, Jessica Jahn danced
professionally in NYC before beginning
a career in design. She has had the
opportunity to work with directors such
as Tina Landau, Tommy Kail, Francesca
Zambello, Charles Randolph Wright,
Kevin Newbury, Michael Cavanaugh, and
artist Michael Counts; as well as writers/
composers Charles Fuller, Eisa Davis, Norah Ephron, Kevin Puts, Jake
Heggie, Mark Campbell, and Charles Busch. Some of the projects she
has collaborated on include: Life Is A Dream (World Premiere) at Santa
Fe Opera, Monodramas and Mose in Egitto at New York City Opera,
Carousel at Glimmerglass Festival, Anna Bolena at Lyric Opera of
Chicago, The Manchurian Candidate (World Premiere) and Carmen at
Minnesota Opera, Maria Stuarda at Seattle Opera, Norma at The Gran
Teatre de Liceu, Dead Man Walking at Washington National Opera,
Norma at Canadian Opera Company and Lyric Opera of Chicago, and
Moby Dick at Utah Opera. Jessica is also an Adjunct Costume Design
Professor with Brandeis University's Theatre Arts Department.

HANA KIM* | Projections Design

Hana Kim is a Los Angeles-based set and
projection designer for live performances
and events. She is a member of United
Scenic Artists Local 829 and recipient of
Princess Grace Award in Theater Design.
Her designs have won Helen Hayes Award,
Stage Raw Awards, StageScenelL A Awards
and Bay Area Theater Critics Circle Awards.
Upcoming projects include Weightless

(Z Space), and Little Black Shadows (South Coast Rep).

NICHOLAS KREIDERA”
Nazi/SS Guard #1
Baritone Nicholas Kreider obtained both
a Master and Bachelor of Music from
Michigan State University. During his
studies, Nicholas had the opportunity to
perform a great variety of roles for MSU
Opera Theatre. These include Colline in
La bohéme, Guglielmo in Cosi fan tutte,
George Emerson in A Room With a View,
Belcore in Lelisir d'amore, and Count Almaviva in Le Nozze di Figaro.
Nicholas also performed the role of Chou Hu in The Savage Land at
the Peking National Opera House in Beijing, China. During the summer
of 2017, Nicholas attended Bel Canto at Caramoor as an apprentice
artist. As an Opera Colorado Young Artist this season he will perform
the role of Dandini in the touring production of Cinderella. He will also
perform in Falstaff.
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HEATH MARTINA | The Commandant
Heath Martin obtained his BM from Sam
Houston State University and his MM in
vocal performance from the University
of Houston. Professional performance
experience includes the role of Emie in
It's a Wonderful Life with Houston Grand
Opera, Baron Douphol in La Traviata
with Chautauqua Opera, Gasparo in Rita
with Lone Star Lyric Festival, Dr. Gregg
in Gallantry with Alamo City Opera and Slook in La cambiale di
matrimonio with Operativo Houston. His college performances include
Papageno in The Magic Flute, Count Almaviva in The Marriage of
Figaro and Gianni Schicchi in Gianni Schicchi among others. This
season as an Opera Colorado Young Artist he will perform Belcore in
the company’s touring production of The Elixir of Love and and cover
the role of Ford in Falstaff which he will perform at the Student Matinee.

SAHAR NOURI
Chorus Master & Repetiteur
Iranian pianist and conductor Sahar Nouri
has been a member of the music staff at
Houston Grand Opera, Dallas Opera, Opera
North Carolina, Glimmerglass Festival,
Opera in the Heights, Utah Opera, Aspen
Opera Center, Opera Steam Boat, and
Merola Opera. Earlier this season, Ms. Nouri
returned to Opera Colorado for La bohéme;
her first collaboration with the company was Puccini's La fanciulla del
westin 2016. Ms. Nouri worked extensively with Houston Grand Opera
where she was a member of the prestigious HGO Studio. At HGO,
she worked on the world premieres of Prince of Players (Carlisle Floyd),
O Columbia! (Gregory Spears), and many classic operas including:
Eugene Onegin, Rusalka, Cosi fan tutte, and Madama Butterfly. A
multi-lingual, Ms. Nouri has done studies in the Czech Republic, Italy,
and Austria, and is frequently in demand as a language coach.

ARI PELTO

Opera Colorado Music Director

and Conductor

Widely known for performances which

have been called poetic, earthy, vigorous

and highly individual, Ari Pelto is in

demand in opera houses and concert halls

throughout the US. At the age of 24 Pelto

was appointed Assistant Conductor at

the Spoleto Festival and has gone on to
conduct worldwide. International engagements include performances
with Bochumer Philharmoniker and opera productions at New National
Theatre of Tokyo and the Teatro Nacional Sucre in Quito, Ecuador. In
2004 he made his highly-praised debut with New York City Opera
after which he became a regular, returning for productions of Madama
Butterfly, La bohéme and Carmen. Recent successes include Eugene
Onegin at Lyric Opera of Kansas City, upcoming he conducts Lucia de
Lammermoor for Virginia Opera. Here in Denver, he has driven many
acclaimed performances; in addition to this production, Pelto will lead
Falstaffin 2018.

OMER BEN SEADIA* | Stage Director
Native Israeli stage director Omer Ben
Seadia has quickly established herself as
one of the fresh new voices in opera to
watch. With a varied repertoire spanning
from theater to opera, and classic to
modern repertoire, her work is continuously
committed to telling human stories with a
social and critical perspective. Recently she
has directed Gounod's Faust at Tulsa Opera
and made her debut at Santa Fe Opera. Ms. Ben Seadia's various
directing credits include a revival production of Tosca at Houston
Grand Opera; an original production of Litaliana in Algeri and a revival
production of A Streetcar Named Desire at Opera Santa Barbara; the
regional premier of Considering Matthew Shepard, a fusion oratorio by
Grammy nominee Craig Hella Johnson, produced by Cincinnati Opera
and The Cincinnati Vocal Arts Ensemble; Pursuing the Dream and Let's
Cook Up an Opera at Cincinnati Opera; Surviving the Amazing Opera
Race at Dayton Opera; and Cosi fan Tutte at The University of Michigan.

NATHAN WARD | Rudi Acohen
Nathan Ward comes from an eclectic
musical background, drawing on study of
piano, cello, and composition to inform his
singing. He received his master’s degree at
the Northwestern University Bienen School
of Music. Some of his roles there included
Carlisle Floyd's Susannah and Howard
Boucher in Jake Heggie's Dead Man
Walking. Other highlights include Lysander
in A Midsummer Night's Dream with Chicago Summer Opera and
Peter Quint in The Turn of the Screw with Chicago Fringe Opera. This
summer he returned to Central City Opera as an apprentice, singing
Remendado in Carmen. In addition to this role as an Opera Colorado
Young Artist, Nathan will sing Bardolfo in Falstaff, as well as Fenton in
the Student Matinee. He will also sing the roles of Nemorino in The Elixir
of Love and Ramiro in Cinderella, the company’s touring productions.

ADRIANA ZABALA* | Manja Polak
Ms. Zabala enjoys a vibrant career that
includes opera, song repertoire, new works,
concert and oratorio with such companies as
Seattle Opera, Florentine Opera, Minnesota
Opera, Wolf Trap Opera, Arizona Opera,
Opera Saratoga, Minnesota Orchestra, the
Mormon Tabernacle Choir, the Jacksonville
Symphony, the Virginia Symphony, the
Madison Symphony, the New York Festival of
Song, and at the Caramoor International Music Festival among others.
In the 2016-2017 season, Zabala sang the title role in Sister Carrie with
Florentine Opera, Amore in Labore di Diana and Lucy Talbot in Dinner
at Eight with Minnesota Opera, the Komponist in Ariadne auf Naxos
with Berkshire Opera Festival, Handel's Messiah with the Charlotte
Symphony, and Bach'’s St. Matthew Passion with Quad City Symphony
and the Colorado Symphony. This season also includes appearances
as Cherubino in Le nozze dli Figaro with Minnesota Opera, Beethoven's
Ninth  Symphony with the Handel & Haydn Society, and Paula in
Florencia en el Amazonas with San Diego Opera and Madison Opera.
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ORCHESTRA

VIOLIN
Margaret Gutierrez, concertmaster
Chris Jusell, principal second

VIOLA
Matthew Dane, principal
Michael Brook

CELLO
Jeff Watson, principal

BASS
David Crowe, principal

FLUTE AND PICCOLO
Susan Townsend, principal

OBOE AND ENGLISH HORN
Sarah Bierhaus, principal

CLARINET
Michelle Orman, principal

BASS CLARINET
Heidi Mendenhall

BASSOON
Kim Peoria, principal

HORN
Devon Park, principal

TIMPANI AND PERCUSSION
Peter Cooper, principal

KEYBOARD
Sahar Nouri

ORCHESTRA MANAGER
Kim Peoria

OPERA COLORADO CHORUS

SOPRANO
Nicole Keeling A
Vanessa Naghdi *

MEZZO-SOPRANO
Jennifer Harpel
Christina Hazen

TENOR
Christian Arguello
Joshua Zabatta

BASS/BARITONE

Zeky Nadii

Kasey Nahlovsky

A Opera Colorado Young Artist

PRODUCTION STAFF

MUSIC STAFF
Sahar Nouri,

Repetiteur & Chorus Master
Kim Peoria,

Orchestra Personnel Manager
Ingrid Peoria,

Orchestra Librarian

PRODUCTION STAFF
Katie Preissner,

Director of Production &

Stage Manager
Audrey Chait, Assistant Director
Sarah Johnson,

Assistant Stage Manager
Amelia Nordin,

Assistant Stage Manager
Jeremy Sortore, Title Coordinator
Beth Nielsen, Title Operator
Buzz Reifman, NPPA,

Company Otolaryngologist

TECHNICAL STAFF
Erin Turner, Technical Director
Molly Tiede,

Assistant Lighting Designer
J. Michael Wingfield,

Head Carpenter
Mike Boswell,

Shop/Production Carpenter
Greg Killpack,

Assistant Carpenter
Jeff Reidel, Head Flyman
Chris Green, Head Electrician
Scott Calder,

Light Board Operator
Susan Osborn,

Assistant Electrician
Hillary Clark, Head Props
Terry Gulley, Assistant Props
Charles Polich,

Head Sound

COSTUMES

Ann Piano,
Costume Coordinator &
Shop Manager

Alison Milan,
First Hand & Wardrobe
Supervisor

Kevin Brainerd,
Cutter/Draper &
Wardrobe Assistant

SHOP ASSISTANTS
Rhiannon Hardiman
Ashley O'Brien

Barbara Piano

Susan Rahmsdorff-Terry
Christine Samar

VOLUNTEER STITCHER
Julie Parker

DRESSERS
Alie Holden
Tom Holmes
Teresia Larsen

WIGS AND MAKEUP

Sarah Opstad,
Associate Wigs and Makeup
Coordinator

ARTIST HOSTS

Host Chairmen: Merrill Shields
Jeffrey Brown

Brian Crane

lan and Lindsey Campbell
Nancy Hawkins

Robert Kahn

David and Maggie Mejia
Robert Montgomery

ABOUT ...continued from page 4

assemblies for Roll Call at Bergen-Belsen. We meet Jaap and Ina
and their friends and family at a party before their arrests, giving us
familiarity with the participants before their lives are turned upside-
down. Moreover, that opening scene sets up the potential for a
complementary quartet later in the opera, when the two sweethearts,
along with Jaap’s then-wife Manja and the ghost of Ina’s late fiancé
Rudi raise their voices together, with plenty of tender woodwinds to
add richness. The musical colors allow us to feel their fears, but also
their joys, as Manja and Rudi, rather than left sadly behind, give their
blessing to the new couple. It is not a case of winners vs. losers; it
is life going forward.

As for the libretto, with most operas, librettists have a certain
amount of leeway in word selection, as long as the phrases are
singable and suit the composer's vision of the tale. Yet in this
case, the characters are based upon real people and real events,
and librettist Brevoort has observed that she found it uplifting to
“actually spend time with them.” Those experiences led her to
craft her text in a fashion that would reflect the actual persons
whose experiences were being evoked. So Ina, youngest of the
four principal characters, tends to be given less assertive phrases:
ingénues simply don't speak out as firmly as college professors.
Manja, on the other hand, is already growing apart from her husband
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Jaap even before Ina arrives on the scene, and generally expresses
herself in more restless statements, indicative, one imagines, of
her discontent. Set such differences to music, and the contrast of
personalities becomes even clearer, yet the words may be the root
of the matter. After all, music expresses feelings, but words carry
more specific meaning.

A regrettably small percentage of modern operas find a lasting
place in the repertoire. Some contain music that may be hard to
embrace; others have characters that fail to entirely reach the
listeners' hearts. Steal a Pencil for Me is too new for one to be
really sure of its future. However, that it is a focused tale revolving
around a small set of persons caught up in events that, whether
or not they happened the better part of a century ago, yet hold
a firm place in the public eye, may help the opera to succeed
in the long run. Certainly, its affecting music and compelling text
should smooth the path to success. Opera Colorado audiences
can revel in the satisfaction of having been with the opera from
near its beginning.

Notes by Betsy Schwarm, author of the Classical Music Insights
series. Synopsis by Schwarm, derived from one by composer
Gerald Cohen and librettist Deborah Brevoort.



ANNUAL GONTRIBUTORS

The Board of Directors of Opera
Colorado and the staff express
their deepest appreciation to
the individuals, corporations,
and foundations who have
contributed to the Annual Fund,
as of January 2, 2018.

Although space limitations only
allow us to list donors whose
gifts were $100 and above,
we are deeply grateful for the
support of all our dedicated
contributors.

INDIVIDUALS

PRESIDENT CIRCLE $20,000+
Jeff Baldwin and Debra J. Perry
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth T. Barrow
Mike and Julie Bock

Dave and Pam Duke

Mr. and Mrs. Cannon Y. Harvey

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Martin

Marcia and Dick Robinson

Jeremy and Susan Shamos

Patrick Spieles and Carol McMurry

DIRECTOR CIRCLE
$10,000-$19,999
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce G. Allen
Al and Rebecca Bates
Linda Bjelland
Peyton and Suzanne D. Bucy
Ellie Caulkins
Mr. David |. Caulkins
Noel and Thomas Congdon
Mary and Tom Conroy
Mr. Robert Damrauer
Mr. and Mrs. John Dye
Mr. Ray J. Groves
Harley and Lorraine Higbie
Dr. Jan Kennaugh and Mr. Chip Horne
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy F. Kinney
The Honorable and Mrs. Kenneth Laff
Jim and Patience Linfield
Dr. and Mrs. William N. Maniatis
Tracy McCarthy
Muffy Moore
Kevin O'Connor and
Janet Ellen Raasch
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard M. Perlmutter
Ann and Gerald Saul
Merrill Shields and M. Ray Thomasson
Mr. and Mrs. Charles |. Thompson
Martha and Will Tracey
Mr. and Mrs. Byron S. Watson

MAESTRO CIRCLE
$5,000-$9,999

Dr. Marc Cohen

Margaret N. Dillon

Joy and Christopher Dinsdale
Karen Fukutaki

Robert S. Graham

Ms. Judy Johnston

Mark and Kristin McKissick

Tom and Mary Meade

Mrs. Rhea J. Miller

Robert R. Montgomery and
Nancy Hawkins

Zondra Rae Pluss

Bruce Polkowsky and Bill Powell

The Ponzio Family

Myra and Robert Rich

Marlis Smith

Maradith and Rusty Wilkins

Larry and Brigitte Zimmer

DIVA CIRCLE
$2,500-$4,999
Jim Berggren
Mr. Charles E. Berry and
Mrs. Maria Garcia Berry
Robin E. Black
Eric Coomer
Dr. Cynthia Crews and
Mr. Charles W. Henry
Mr. Paul S. Deckard
Mrs. Joyce de Roos
Curtis Fentress and Agatha Kessler
The Grynberg Family
Mr. Mike Hurdle
Gayle and Gary Landis
Veronica A. McCaffrey and
Barbara A. Frank
Ralph and Trish Nagel
Christine and Harry Phillips
Nijole and Walter Rasmussen
Jane Halle Schultz-Burnett
Vicki and Harry Sterling
Lindsay and George Sugden
Jerry and Debi Tepper
Mr. and Mrs. Bryant Veazey
Ms. Erin Wenzel
Mrs. Carol C. Whitley

COMPRIMARIO CIRCLE

$1,000-$2,499

Mr. Hartman Axley

Peter Batty and Paula Kechichian

Janice Baucum

Brian Bennett and Bev Daniels

Chris and Heather Bennett

Sheila Bisenius

Dr. Bill and Betty Buchanan

Leslie Coover Cady

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas M. Cain

Mrs. Sue M. Cannon

Mrs. Ella May Carpenter

Mr. Gregory A. Carpenter

Mr. and Mrs. George P. Caulkins, Il

Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Caulkins

Mr. David J. Chavolla

Ms. Kathryn Codo

Catherine Cole

G. Kevin and Virginia Conwick

Steve and Pat Corder

Ze and Dick Deane

George and Yonnie Dikeou

Ms. Marian O. Dines

Marcus and Wendy Divita

Mr. James C. Donaldson and
Ms. Ellen Anderman
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Max and Joyce Douglas
Elizabeth and Matthew Dyer
Carl and Nan Eklund
Mr. and Mrs. John Fuller
George and Sissy Gibson
Dr. and Mrs. Burton Golub
Stephen and Dorothy Gregory
Ms. Renee Gross
Sally Haas
Deborah Hayes and James L.
Martin Ill
Mr. William T. Hoffman
Christine Hollander and
Michael McGee
Ruth Hopfenbeck and
George Hopfenbeck Jr.
Gary and Judith Judd
John N. Kabalin, MD.
Joe and Francine Kelso
Dr. Lawrence Kim and Nhung Van
Diana and Mike Kinsey
Ms. Christine M. Kister
Richard Koseff
Kay Lawrence
Dr. and Mrs. Jeremy Lazarus
Dr. and Mrs. James McElhinney
Cheryl McGinnis and
Edward Woolman
V.W. McKnab and Margaret Jurado
Jerri Lynn Modrall and
Eric E. Doering
Lynnette Morrison
Dr. and Mrs. Calvern E. Narcisi
Drs. Sarah and Harold Nelson
Bob Nelson
Bonnie M. Orkow
Dorothy Pearson
Bonnie C. Perkins
Rick Poppe and Jana Edwards
Alexander and Cynthia Read
Dr. Barbara Reed
T.R. Reid
Kent Rice and Ann Corrigan
Steven and Joan Ringel
Ayliffe and Fred Ris
Juan and Alicia Rodriguez
Mr. Paul Ruotolo
Ms. Carol L. Rust
Helen Scott Santilli
Ms. Ruth E. Schoening
Fern B. Seltzer and
Andrew Heymsfield
Dr. Douglas and
Mrs. Antoinette Shaller
Mr. and Mrs. George G. Shaw
Dr. and Mrs. Edwin R. Smith
Mr. Robert Swift
Ms. Kathleen R. Tower
Richard Tubbs and
Marilyn Smith
Drs. Kathy Kennedy and Ben Vernon
Mary and Ken Willis
Herbert Wittow
Scott and Karen Yarberry

RED DOT PATRON
$500-$999
Marilyn and Jules Amer
Mr. George T. Anderman, B.A.
Dr. and Mrs. Sol Bassow
Ellen and Donald Bauder
Dr. and Mrs. Henry J. Beckwitt
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Benedict Il
Mr. Steve Birchfield
Libby Bortz
Brewster and Helen Boyd
Sandy and Rogene Buchholz
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Calkins
Marjorie and Doug Carriger
Charles Case and Phillip St. Cloud
Barbara and Roger Chamberlain
Mr. David Clark
Everett B. Clark
Wendy Wilkins Cogdal
Alan and In Hye Como
Donna and Ted Connolly
Bob and Georgi Contiguglia
Mr. John Coubrough, Jr.
Brian D. Crane
Mr. and Ms. James D. Crapo
Nancy Crow and Mark Skrotzki
Ms. Cheryl M. Cruickshank
Ms. Heather Dahlgren
Ms. Joan Daniels Manley Houlton
Carolyn E. Daniels
Timothy James Donahue
Max and Joyce Douglas
Ms. Mary Ann Downs
Lois N. Eckhoff
Evan and Kim Ela
Mr. and Mrs. James Espy
Mr. Dan Fead
Mr. Paul Finkel and
Ms. Barbara Strauss
Dr. Stacy Fischer
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Frey
Deborah Friedman
Dr. Daniel J. Greenholz
Mark Groshek MD and
Carl Clark MD
Mrs. Carol and Dr. Fred Grover
Mr. Frank Guerra and
Ms. Jo Ellen Graybill
Mr. Steven Gulevich
Gina Guy
Jerry and Patty Hauptman
Beverlee B. Henry and
The Honorable Robert P.
Fullerton
Mr. Richard Hilty
Mr. and Mrs. Graham Hollis
Marcia and John Holt
Sarah Hopfenbeck and Susan Corle
Michael E. Huotari and Jill R. Stewart
Steve and Chryse Hutchins
Mr. Eric E. Johnson
Dean Laurence Kaptain and
Dolores Arce-Kaptain
Ms. Mary Kenny Moynihan
Mishele Kieffer
Roberta and Mel Klein
Bernard and Frieda Leason
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Ann and James Leh
Deanna Rose Leino
Robert and Gloria Lilly-Cohen
Patty Lorie
Mr. and Mrs. Ginnie and Tom Maes
Ms. Tanya R. Mathews
Mr. and Mrs. William Mathews
Sandra Mazarakis and Neil Burris
Dr. and Mrs. James McElhinney
Dave and Miza McReynolds
Pamela Merrill
Dr. Monica . Minkoff and
Mr. Harry M. Siegfried
Henry B. Mohr
Sue and Bill Mohrman
Mr. William R. Moninger
Jack Finlaw and Gregory Movesian
John and Margaret Moyer
Mr. Mark A. Nachtigal
Dr. and Mrs. David A. Norris
Kelli O'Brien and Michael Kolotylo
Ms. Diane O'Connor
Nancy and Paul Oberman
Mr. Michael Ogborn
Mr. Steven Okuley
Ronald Y. Otsuka
Carl Patterson
Dr. and Mrs. David S. Pearlman
Robert and Mary Quillin
Karyn K. Rieb
Mr. Joe Ronnenberg
Mr. Doug Rooney
Mr. Allan S. and Judith Rosenbaum
Ms. Luana Rubin
Jane Russell
Frank Sargent, MD
Karen and Mark Sather
Mr. Henry R. Schmoll
Ms. Jo B. Shannon
Mr. John Shott
Mrs. Marlene P. Siegel
Ms. Nancy Siegel
Ms. Jennifer Sobanet
Lars and Jane Soderberg
Ms. Judith Zee Steinberg
Larry D. Stephens
Bill and Shirley Stout
Mrs. Linda Strauch
Drs. Morris and Ellen Susman
Jim and Sue Swanson
John and Sharon Trefny
Francisco Varela and Timothy Wilson
Normie and Paul Voilleque
Dr. Valerie M. Wassill, MD
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Weigel
Marie Belew Wheatley
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Yost
Ken and Charlotte Ziebarth

CHORISTER
$250-$499
Paul and Susan Ahlquist
Shannon H. Armstrong
Barbara Benedict
Charles Berberich and
Marilyn Munsterman
Drs. Tomas Berl and Diane Pincus
Ms. Earline A. Bohling

Lynn Peyton and Richard Bottjer
E. Candace Boyle and
Thomas R. Salas
Ms. Jay Breen
Ms. Carol Brewer
Ms. Karen M. Bruggenthies
Gordon and Ron Butz
Edwin T. Callahan and
Dulcy E. Wolverton
George M. and Carol G. Canon
Hebert Cantor
Mr. Brad Case and
Mr. William M. McMechen, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Collins
Jim and Sara Culhane
Michael and Bonnie Dalke
Ronald L. Deal
Deedee and Peter Decker
Greg Diamond
Peter and Marian Downs
Philippe and Cynthia Dunoyer
Mrs. J. Theodore Ellis
Mr. and Mrs. BJ Ellison
Matt and Reine Erzinger
Amy Feaster
L. Richard and
Sigrid Halvorson Freese
Kristin and Heiko Freitag
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Garfein
Alan and Sally Gass
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Gottlieb
France and Dianne Greene
Dr. and Mrs. Richard R. Hansen
Dori and Judge Alfred Harrell
Mr. Timothy Harris
Lee and Margaret Henry
Richard and Sandra Hilt
Carol Ann Hoffman
Mr. Saul D. Hoffman
Ms. Jane A. Hultin
John Dennis Hynes and
Virginia Medelman
Mr. Daniel Isaman
Dr. Jerry Jacobson
Mr. Howard Jordan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Keatinge
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Kidder
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Koch
Mr. and Mrs. Loring Knoblauch
Rex Kramer and Cindy Crater
John W. Kure and Cheryl L. Solich
Mr. Richard S. Leaman
Ms. Carole Leight
Mrs. Holly Linton
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Macfarlane
Evan and Evi Makovsky
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Y. Marchand
Pam and Mo Mathews
Myron McClellan and
Lawrence Phillips
Bob and Mereth Meade
Dr. and Mrs. Charles F. Metzger
Mr. Lawrence Moskow
Susan K. Mostow
John and Mary Muth
Mr. and Mrs. W. Peterson Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Peck
Linda Plaut
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Andrew R. Pleszkun

Rich and Kim Plumridge

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Pontius

Mrs. Kathryn L. Pride

Ann and John Prosser

Ms. Tracy Reynolds

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Richards

Ms. Joann Rose

Mary Ann Ross

Paul Rubner and Vicki Jensen

Mrs. Barbara Rumsey

Kathleen Sawada

Paul Scheele

John and Patricia Schmitter

Park Wm. Showalter and
George G. Ward

Ms. Andrea Shpall

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Slavsky

Dr. Norman Spivy

David and Carol Stern

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Straub

Prof. and Mrs. Joseph S. Szyliowicz

Ms. Linda Tarpeh-Doe

Dr. and Ms. James Kennedy Todd

Robert C. Tripp

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Van Bogaert

Gretchen Vanderwerf and
Gordon Jones

Norma and George Wagoner

Ms. Cia A. Wenzel

Mr. and Mrs. Tor Westgaard

Ms. Marilyn L. Wheeler

Ms. Jane Wingle

Gene and Linda Young

Ms. Dale Zitek

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Zoellner

FRIEND

$100-$249

Mr. and Mrs. Norman O. Aarestad

Tucker and Dan Adams

Ms. Jeanne Adkins

David and Karen Ammar

Danica Anderson

Ms. Jane Anderson

Alice and Lee Anneberg

Ms. Judith Babcock

Mr. Donald K. Bain

Mr. John P. Bardeen

Dr. Dennis Barrett

Kirk and Patti Bateman

Ms. Jennifer N. Bater

Ms. Mariette H. Bell

Kathleen Benegar

C. F. Benoit

Ms. Vera Berglund

Dr. and Mrs. Dell Bernstein

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Binder

Janet Bishop

Mr. John Blair

Marie and Howard Blaney

Mr. Howard L. Boigon

Ms. Catherine Boller

Ms. Sandra Bonetti

Mr. Kent H. Borges and
Ms. Stephanie B. Dicenzo

Mrs. Virginia P. Boucher

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bowers

Donald K. Braden
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher R.
Brauchli
Ms. Janet C. Bruchmann
David and Elizabeth Budd
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Budy
Mr. and Mrs. David Bullwinkle
Ms. Katy Burley
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Burton
Mrs. S. Nelson Cammack
Michael Canges and Nina lwashko
Ms. Clare R. Cavanaugh
Mr. Manfred Chemek
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel B. Chilcoat
Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Close
Ms. Ethel K. Clow
Ms. Carol Coe
Mr. Alexander J. Conley and
Ms. Alysia D. Marino
Kathleen M. Cook
Dr. David J. Cooper and
Evelyn W. Cooper
Vicki Cowart and Chris Hayes
Matthew Dane
John Danio
Helen Shreves
Ms. Eva Denst
Dave and Mary Driscoll
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne D. Eckerling
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick M. Eidson
Mr. Joseph J. Elinoff
Don Elliott
Dr. Kathleen Y. Ensz
Rose Enyeart and Bill Stoner
Ted and Vivian Sheldon Epstein
Ms. Judith H. Fahrenkrog
Ms. Kathryn Finley
Ms. Elizabeth A. Fischer and
Mr. Don Elliott
Keith French
Ms. Ingrid Fretheim
Ms. Cynthia Gaertner
Ms. Randy Ganter
Mr. and Mrs. G. K. Gantner
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Gast
Mr. and Mrs. Caleb F. Gates, Jr.
Jennifer Ruth Gentry
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gilbert
Ms. Rebecca Givens
Steve and Donna Good
Ms. Liz Goodman and
Mr. Robert Nauman
Dr. Brian Greffe and
Dr. Mark Donovan
Ronald and Elnore Grow
Ms. Sonja Hahn
Ms. Linda Harmon
Mr. Richard H. Hart
Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Harvey
Ms. Doris Hass
Mr. David J. Hawes
Mr. Richard A. Haynes
Mr. Richard W. Healy
Mr. Thomas E. Healy and
Ms. Erin S. Colcannon
Ms. Kathryn Heider
Ginny Hersch
Ms. Cynthia Hinds
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Sarah C. Hite
Don and Mary Hoagland
Ms. Mary Ellen Holmes
Marilyn Jensen
Mr. Jan K. Jepsen
Kendor and Paulette Jones
Mr. Steven M. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Kahn
Mrs. Kerstin Karloev
John T. Kelly
Ms. Patricia C. Kelly and
Mr. Thomas E. Dufficy
Mr. Sandford Kern
Bonnie Kipple
Ken Kirkland
Mr. Tom Kirkpatrick and
Ms. Djuana Strauch
Leonard Koch
Mrs. and Mr. Svetlana Komisarchik
Donna C. Kornfeld
Dr. and Mrs. Alex Kotch
Ms. Rhonda Kovach
Sheila Kowal and Blake Chambliss
Mr. William L. Kowalski, Jr.
Warren and Nancy Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Lee
Nancy A. Leonard
Penny Lewis
Judy and Dan Lichtin
Paul and Carol Lingenfelter
Sarita List
Mr. Randall M. Livingston
Mr. Lester Lockspeiser
Mrs. R. T. Lyford Jr.
Mr. Henry Mahiman
Mrs. Caroline E. Malde
Dr. Melissa Malde
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Manuel
Marian E. Matheson
Mary McClanahan
Janice McClary and Jan McNally
Mr. Stephen D. McGavran
Mr. Mike McPhee
Mr. Donald Mitchell
Ms. Veatrice Monroe
Mrs. Robbie E. Monsma
Lou Moran and Doug Van Dine, PhD
Ms. Janet Mordecai
Warren Morrow
Mr. Michael Newman
Richard L. Nielsen
Mr. Larry O’Donnell and
Mr. Kermit Cain
Kent and Ruth Obee
Mr. Kurt M. Olender and
Ms. Kam C. Wong
Kent Olson
Stephanie and Roger Oram
Mr. Chris Owen
Ms. Barbra Pehrson
Jessica and Menandro R. Pefia
Mr. Brian Penny
Mr. and Mrs. David Pessel
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Plummer
Irene M. Ibarra and Armando Quiroz
Ms. Kate Raabe
Dr. and Mrs. Pablo Ramos
Ms. Elisabeth Rebman
Richard Replin and Elissa Stein

Ms. Jennie Ridgley
Ms. Janet Roberts
Mr. Gregory Roebuck
Mr. Bruce Rogers
Paula Roney
Ms. Linda F. Rosales
Ms. Suzanne B. Ryan
Jack and Ruth Salter
Morris and Karen Sandstead
Ms. Leslie Sawyer
Mr. Rick Scalpello
Ms. Mary Scarpino
Ms. Erika L. Schafer
Ms. Linda R. Schatz
Ms. Gayla Scheid
Gary D. Schrenk
Betsy Schwarm and Rick Glesner
Mr. Richard Scott
Mr. Carl Shushan and Ms. Sandi Hill
Ms. Phyllis Shushan and
Mr. Carl Shushan
Mr. David Sigley
Mr. Theodor M. Simmons
Ms. Patricia K. Simpson
Dr. Andrew Sirotnak
Nancy and Michael Snow
Ms. Camille Spaccavento
Mrs. Kathryn B. Spuhler
James B. Steed
Mr. Gordon Stenger
Susan Stiff
Mr. Michael J. Stockton
Ms. Diane Strong
Mrs. Mary Symonton
William Bradford and Chin Tan
Mr. and Mrs. Thompson Tate
Ms. Barbara Thorngren
Mr. Michael M. Tinetti
Ms. Jana Tompkins
Mr. John B. Trueblood
Ms. Donna Van Hook
Mr. and Mrs. William Vaughn, llI
Harry and Terri Vogler
Mary and Terry Vogt
Bernd and Marta Wachter
James and Kay Kramer Wade
Ms. Sarah Wallace
Mr. Wilson W. Wampler
Ms. Carley Warren
Ms. Robin Stewart and
Mr. Kirk Weber
Wednesday Music Party
Dr. Adriana Weinberg
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene O. Wiggs
Ms. Lois K. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Wood
Robert and Jacklyn Writz
Robert and Kathleen Yeager
Judy Graham and Jeffrey Zax

FOUNDATIONS

American Endowment Foundation
The Anschutz Foundation
Avenir Foundation
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
David B. and Gretchen W.

Black Family Foundation
Bonfils-Stanton Foundation
Bright Funds Foundation

Bucy Family Fund

C.H. Garwood Trust

Carole Q Leight Revocable Trust

Caulkins Family Foundation

Merle Chambers Fund

The Chotin Foundation

Community First Foundation

David Lawrence Foundation

The Denver Foundation

Denver Post Community Foundation

The Dobbins Foundation

F Cubed Foundation

Faegre Baker Daniels Foundation

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

The GE Foundation

Gill Foundation

Heider Family Foundation

IBM International Foundation

Jeanne Land Foundation

Mabel Y. Hughes Charitable Trust

Morgan Stanley Global Impact
Funding Trust, Inc.

Nagel Foundation

Nelson Family Foundation

PB and K Family Foundation

Ralph L. and Florence R. Burgess
Trust

The Schramm Foundation

Schwab Charitable

Galen and Ada Belle Spencer
Foundation

Sydney E. Frank Foundation -
Colorado Fund

Tepper Family Foundation

Tulsa Community Foundation

Vanguard Charitable

Virginia W. Hill Foundation

Western Union Foundation

William D. Radichel Foundation

Wittow Foundation

The Melvin and Elaine Wolf

Foundation

CORPORATE

Anne Close Interiors
Boesen Law
Brooks Brothers
Brooks Brothers Group
Colorado Creative Industries
Ryan Conover of
The ConoverTeam Realtors
Enstrom Candies
Ingrid Fretheim Interiors
Kendra Scott
Jamie Kraus Photography
Liberty Global, Inc.
Lin Lee and Associates
Neiman Marcus Group
Associate Giving Program
OC Consulting
Out Front Colorado
Oxford Station Apartments
Rassman Design
Sopra Communities
Stanley Black and Decker, Inc.
Von Reckers Wealth Management, Lic

SPONSORS

Artistic, Education, Inside OC,

Stage Technology and Young

Artists

Avenir Foundation

Kenneth and Donna Barrow

Paula and William Bernstein Family

Foundation

Mike and Julie Bock

Bonfils-Stanton Foundation

Norm and Sunny Brownstein

Brownstein Hyatt Farber
Schreck, LLP

Peyton and Suzanne Bucy

David and Elizabeth Budd

Larry and Cynthia Chan

The Chotin Foundation

Wendy and Steven Cohen

The Community Foundation Serving

Boulder County

Mrs. Joyce de Roos

Dr. Stephen L. Dilts

Joy and Chris Dinsdale

David Engleberg

Francis Goelet Charitable Lead
Trusts C/O Goelet, LLC

J.P. Morgan

Agatha Kessler and Curt Fentress

Ken and Barbara Laff

Gayle and Gary Landis

Harold and Ann Logan

Ms. Janet Mordecai

Chris and Joy Murphy

Jared Polis Foundation Fund

Kent Rice and Ann Corrigan

MDC Richmond American
Foundation

Ann and Gerald Saul

Marlis Smith

Patrick Spieles and Carol McMurry

William and Martha Tracey

Vectra Bank

The Melvin and Elaine Wolf
Foundation

TRIBUTES

In honor of Mrs. Pamela D. Beardsley
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Fanganello

In honor of Julie and Mike Bock
recognizing their extraordinary
commitment to Opera Colorado
Mark and Kristin McKissick

In honor of Mike Bock
Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Martin

In honor of Suzanne Bucy
Mrs. Nancy Huston Schulein

In honor of Ellie Caulkins
Mr. Joe Michaud

John and Rosemary Ashby
Mr. David J. Chavolla

Mrs. Carol E. Horle

Mrs. Marcia D. Strickland
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ANNUAL FUND GONTRIBUTORS

In honor of Dr. Larry Chan
Karen Fukutaki

In honor of the work of Cherity
Koepke
Ms. Marcia Ragonetti

In honor of Ken Laff
Karen Fukutaki

In honor of Ken and Barbara Laff
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic B. Rodgers
Diana Terry

In honor of Kevin O'Connor
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce and
Lois Feinstein

In honor of Sharon Randall
Ms. Jeanne Adkins

In honor of Cia Wenzel
Ms. Jane A. Hultin

In honor of Carol Whitley
Mrs. Nancy Huston Schulein

In memory of Dr. Jules Amer
Ellie Caulkins

In memory of Lawrence G. Carpenter
Mrs. Ella May Carpenter

In memory of Robert and
Stasia Davison
Peyton and Suzanne Bucy

In memory of Dr. John Denst
Ms. Patricia Barnwell
Ms. Eva Denst

In memory of Dirk de Roos

Mr. and Mrs. James W. Chapin

Dr. Stephen L. Dilts

Walter Duncan

Faegre Baker Daniels Foundation

Karen Fukutaki

Michael and Cheryl Giudicessi

Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy F. Kinney

The Honorable Kenneth Laff and
Mrs. Laff

Ms. Elizabeth A. MacDonald

Jane Onken

Mr. Ari Pelto and Ms. Wendy Fisher

Jessica Pefa

Marcia and Dick Robinson

Ms. Ruth E. Schoening

Marlis Smith

In memory of Maud Duke
Laurie and Ben Duke IlI

In memory of Jacqueline
Frischknecht

Mr. Chuck Lawhead and
Mr. Ronald Broome

In memory of Lillian Glennor
Ms. Patricia Jones
Ms. Ann Lastowski

In memory of Fredericka Hadley
Ms. Lynn E. Harrington

In memory of Walter Land and
Dean Gillespie
Jeanne Land Foundation

In memory of Eva and Henry B. Lust
Prof. and Mrs. Joseph S. Szyliowicz

In memory of Hugh and
Peggy McGee
Sarah Hopfenbeck and Susan Corle

In memory of Nat and Louise
Betsy Schwarm and Rick Glesner

In memory of Martha Patterson
Ms. Carla Patterson

In memory of Robert Peterson
Mr. John Peterson

In memory of William “Bill” Russell
Mrs. Sylvia K. Brown

Mr. and Mrs. George Crouter

Mr. and Mrs. Schuyler E. Grey

The Gyro Club of Denver

Mrs. Nancy Huston Schulein

Ms. Joyce Sempson

Ms. Jessica Teselle

Mr. and Mrs. Charles L Warren

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Williams

In memory of Ed Saindon

Ms. Abigail Cate

Ms. Betty L. Dugan

Mr. and Mrs. John Farrell

Ms. Henrietta Linenbrink

Ms. Anna Ortiz and Ms. Jean Ortiz
Mr. and Mrs. Darel Saindon
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Santopietro
Becky Swartz

Ms. Mary Tatman

UNC Friends of Ed Saindon
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Walton

Ms. Kathryn Wright

In memory of Ethel Slawsby
Sheila Kowal and Blake Chambliss

In memory of Shirley Smith
Mrs. Susan Adams

Sherrye S. Berger

Dr. and Mrs. Barry P. Berlin MD
Sheila Bisenius

Ms. Margaret Brownlie
Peyton and Suzanne D. Bucy
Mr. Gregory A. Carpenter
Ellie Caulkins

The Chotin Foundation
Sheila M. Cleworth
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Mary and Tom Conroy
Mr. and Mrs. Miles Cortez
Dr. Stephen L. Dilts
Mrs. Allison Dodge
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ferguson
Mr. and Mrs. Alan F. Fox
Sheldon and Ellen Friedman
Alan and Sally Gass
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Grant
Ms. Colleen Higgins
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Holst
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Kelsall
Ms. Suzanne Kinney
Ms. Elizabeth Kris
Sarita List
Ron and Jeri Loser
Dick and Mary Pat McCormick
Mr. Tab McGinley
Tom and Mary Meade
Lynnette Morrison
Marcia and Dick Robinson
Mrs. Julia Scheele
Mr. Gerald Schissler
Katie and Scott Schoelzel
Jeremy and Susan Shamos
Merrill Shields and

M. Ray Thomasson
Dr. Andrew Sirotnak
Ms. Camille Spaccavento
Mr. Bill Stahl
Jenene and James Stookesberry

Mr. and Mrs. Charles |. Thompson

Mr. Huntington Walker
Ms. Barbara Walton
Gene and Linda Young
Ms. Barbara Zarlengo

In memory of Randy Wren
Mrs. Joyce de Roos

CRESCENDO SOCIETY

The following people have made
arrangements to include Opera
Colorado in their Estate Plan.

Sheila Bisenius

Ellie Caulkins

Dr. Stephen L. Dilts

Miss B. I. Garlinghouse

Ms. Donna E. Hamilton

Ms. Lisa R. James

Dr. and Mrs. Charles B. Kafadar
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Kahn

Deanna Rose Leino

Mrs. Lee Roberts

Mary Ann Rose

Mr. Stephen Seifert

Jenene and James Stookesberry
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vanbuskirk
Mrs. Carol C. Whitley

VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers through
December 2017

Eric Bard

Laurel Barsa
Devanie Blake
Barbara Bower
Marilyn Brock
Carol Brown
Jeff Brown

Katy Burley
Carole Cheley
Ken Chu

Dave Coldiron
Brad Davis
Joyce de Roos
Ketje de Roos
Steve Dilts
Peggy Engel
Sigrid Freese
Thomas Gaffney
Ann Jones
Robert Kahn
Roz Kamback
Kelz Kelzenberg
Sarah Kelzenberg
Marion Kleinschmidt
Phyllis Knight
Stormy Knight
Paull Kupler
Sally Lammers
Susi Landers
Melinda Leach
Heather MacKinnon
Cheryl McGinnis
David Mejia
Maggie Mejia
Mana Merritt
Steven Okuley
Marilyn Olen
Patricia Ove
Frank Parce
David Pessel
Eva Phibbs

Miki Reddy
Maura Rice
Becky Riedo
Donna Ries

Ellie Roberts
Therese Schoen
Ruth Schoening
Astrid Stocks
Whitney Stuberg
Natalia Veazy
Lorraine Walker
Christel Woody
Ed Woolman
Frank Zoske

Every effort has been made to
ensure the accuracy of our donor list.
However, if your name is incorrectly
listed, please accept our sincere
apologies and contact Erin Wenzel
at 303.468.2040.
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g g Students enjoying an Opera Colorado Education Event

WHEN YOU GIVE TO OPERA COLORADO, YOU MAKE GREAT THINGS HAPPEN.

friend
$100-$249

Advance notice of annual season

tickets*
Your name listed in Season
Program Books*
Benefits marked with an asterisk
(*) have no cash value.

chorister
$250-$499

All above listed benefits, plus:
Invitations to unique donor events
throughout the season including
an exclusive backstage tour of the
Ellie Caulkins Opera House

red dot patron
$500-$999

All above listed benefits, plus:
Access to the Chambers Grant
Salon Donor Lounge and
complimentary champagne
during intermission for all Opera
Colorado performances at The
Ellie
Complimentary admission to the
annual Young Artist Showcase
and Celebration concerts
Complimentary invitation to attend
the annual Sitzprobe Brunch and
Rehearsal

comprimario circle
$1,000-$2,499

All above listed benefits, plus:
Personalized assistance with your
opera tickets and Opening Night
Dinner reservations
Complimentary admission to an
Education Event

diva circle
$2,500-$4,999

All above listed benefits, plus:
Invitation to bi-annual Artist
Welcome Events where donors
can personally interact with the
artists of each mainstage opera

Every gift provides
opportunities and creates
possibilities. You have
tremendous impact! Gifts
from individuals are the
largest source of Opera
Colorado’s annual income.
Join the many patrons who
make Opera Colorado a
philanthropic priority.

Customized benefits packages are
available for donors at the $5,000
level and above. Please contact
Erin Wenzel for information and
arrangements: 303.468.2040 or
ewenzel@operacolorado.org.

AN AFTERNOON OF AMERICAN SONG

Acclaimed by newcomers to Opera Colorado
and long-time patrons alike, An Afternoon
of American Song was an instant hit when it
premiered two seasons ago. Don't miss the
opportunity to experience this special Young
Artists performance when it returns for its third
year, on Sunday, March 4!

“The thrilling thing about it is that the Young
Artists are performing music written by 21st century
American composers—new musical theater, new
cabaret,” says Cherity Koepke, Opera Colorado’s
Director of Education & Community Engagement
and Director of the Young Artists Program. “If you
were going to a cabaret club in New York City, this
is what you'd hear.”

Held at the new Opera Colorado Opera Center in Englewood, An Afternoon of American Song is scheduled to include works by some
of today's most vibrant composers—such as Pasek and Paul, Jeff Blumenkrantz, Ben Moore, and Jason Robert Brown—as well as the
giants of American musical theater, including Stephen Sondheim and Marvin Hamlisch.

But just as important as the repertoire is the intimate setting, which includes a post-performance reception with the Young Artists.

“There is something about watching the Young Artists as they take their first steps into a professional career. Not only are they so excited
about the opportunity but they translate that excitement to the audience,” says Koepke. “It's so authentic, performed five feet away with a
piano, and they're singing their hearts out.”

For ticket information and additional details, see pg. 7

A CANT-MISS PERFORMANGE ON MARCH 4, 2018

OPERA COLORADO 2017-2018 *




A THE

%[/fyﬁnf

Heou-s-0

Opera Colorado’s in-theatre
programs are produced by The
Publishing House.

Angie Flachman Johnson
Publisher

Tod Cavey
Director of Sales

Stacey Krull
Production Manager

Mark Fessler
Press Manager

Wilbur E. Flachman
President & Founder

For advertising information
303-428-9529

www.ColoradoArtsPubs.com
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OPERA COLORADO'S
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS

Kevin O'Connor
Chairman
Marcia Robinson
President
James Linfield
Secretary
Michael Bock
Chairman Emeritus

DIRECTORS

Bruce Allen
Kenneth Barrow
Suzanne Dost Bucy
Ellie Caulkins
Litetime Honorary Chair
Dr. Larry Chan
Nancy Cochran
Ex-Officio
Mary Conroy
John Dye
Chevis F. (“Chip”) Horne
Laurence Kaptain
Ex-Officio
The Honorable Kenneth M. Laff
William N. Maniatis, M.D.
Kent Rice
Ex-Officio
Lindsay Arnold Sugden
Bryant Veazey
Byron Watson
Larry Zimmer

HONORARY DIRECTORS

Nellie Mae Duman
Hugh Grant
Dr. Charles Kafadar
Agatha Kessler
Jeremy Kinney
Loring W. Knoblauch
Lifetime Honorary Director
Pamela Merrill
Muffy Moore
Gerald Saul
Jeremy Shamos
Susan Shamos
Merrill Shields
Harry Sterling
Martha Tracey

OPERA COLORADO FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bruce Allen
President
Kenneth Barrow
Treasurer
Michael Hughes
Secretary
Richard Robinson
Harry Sterling
Pamela Whitehill
Carol Crossin Whitley

OPERA COLORADO 2017-2018

STAFF

Greg Carpenter
Ari Pelto
Paul Deckard

Tom Kirkpatrick
Linda Strauch

Erin Wenzel, CFRE
Jessica Pefia

Cherity Koepke
Parisa Zaeri

Tamara Vallejos
Kelly Maxwell

Indea Jaramillo
Kelsey Holmes
Don Oppliger

Katie Preissner
Ann Piano
Erin Turner

Sahar Nouri
Keun-A Lee
Kim Peoria

Cherity Koepke
Brett Sprague
Jordan Ortman
Nicole Keeling
Vanessa Naghdi
Katherine Beck
Nathan Ward
Heath Martin
Nicholas Kreider
Andrew Hiers

General Director
Music Director
Managing Director

ADMINISTRATION

Director of Business Operations
EA, Senior Accountant

DEVELOPMENT

Director of Development
Annual Fund Manager

EDUCATION

Director of Education & Community Engagement
Manager of Education & Community Engagement

MARKETING

Director of Marketing & Audience Development
Digital Content Manager

PATRON SERVICES

Patron Services Assistant
Patron Services Assistant
Patron Services Assistant

PRODUCTION

Director of Production
Costume Coordinator/Costume Shop Manager
Technical Director

ARTISTIC

Chorus Master and Repetiteur
Repetiteur
Orchestra Personnel Manager

YOUNG ARTISTS PROGRAM

Director

Assistant Director

Resident Coach Accompanist
soprano

soprano

mezzo-soprano

tenor

baritone

baritone

bass-baritone

DIRECTORY

PATRON SERVICES/TICKETS

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
ELLIE CAULKINS OPERA HOUSE

operacolorado.org

303.468.2030

303.778.1500

1101 13th Street (Entrance at 14th and Curtis St)

The Ellie Caulkins Opera House is part of the Denver Performing Arts Complex,

owned and operated by the City and County of Denver, Division of Arts & Venues

LOST AND FOUND
DINING AT DPAC

ONLINE RESERVATIONS

720.865.4220

Kevin Taylor's at the Opera House
303.640.1012

Limelight Supper Club
720.227.9984

Restaurantkevintaylor.com

FIND US ON:

J



ARI PELTO Conductor
DAVID EDWARDS Director

OLAFUR SIGURDARSON Falstaff
CYNTHIA CLAYTON Alice

MARCO NISTICO Ford

SANDRA PIQUES EDDY Meg
DANA BETH MILLER Dame Quickly
SUSANNAH BILLER Nannetta
MINGJIE LEI Fenton

GIUSEPPE VERDI | MAYS | 8 | 11 | 13 ] 2018
THE ELLIE CAULKINS OPERA HOUSE
EAT. DRINK. SCHEME. REPEAT.

This brilliant Verdi comedy features one of Shakespeare’s most memorable characters: the
rotund knight Falstaff, from the Bard’s Henry IVand The Merry Wives of Windsor. In Verdi’s
operatic take, Falstaff employs crafty maneuvers to seduce the wives of Windsor—but

they concoct their own scheme to dupe Falstaff and expose him for a fool. What ensues

is a sophisticated comedy filled with backfired plans, failed disguises and uproarious
personalities. Don’t miss this delightful conclusion to the 2017-2018 season!

TICKETS AT OPERACOLORADO.ORG OR 303.468.2030
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